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vention of the French, who in April 1823, marched an army
into Spain under the Due d'Angouleme, and re-established
the absolute authority of King Ferdinand. France remained
in military occupation of Spain until 1827.
But though powerless to avert the French occupation
THE SPANISH of old Spain, Canning was determined to pre-
COLONEBS vent the extension of French interference
to new Spain.
For some years Spain had experienced increasing diffi-
culty in governing her South American colonies. In 1819
she had purchased peace with the United States by the sale
of Florida to the States for five million dollars. But the
improvement thus affected in her general situation was
merely temporary. Meanwhile the trading interests of
Great Britain suffered severely from the prevailing anarchy
hi South America. For outrages unnumbered upon British
ships no redress could be obtained from Spain. In 1823
Canning appointed Consuls to the Spanish colonies for the
protection of British trade, and France was at the same time
bluntly informed that though Spain might subdue her re-
volted colonies if she could, no other Power should do it for
her. Finally, on I January 1825 the Powers were informed
that Great Britain had recognized the independence of
Buenos Ayres, Colombia and Mexico. The Powers pro-
tested, but nothing came of the protest, and Canning held
on his way, heedless of the Holy Allies, and he found a
powerful ally in the United States. On 2 December 1823,
President Monroe had declared, on the invitation of Canning
and with his pledge of support, ' that any interference on
"the part of the Great Powers of Europe for the purpose of
oppressing or controlling the destiny of the Spanish Ameri-
can States, which had declared their independence, would
be dangerous to the peace and safety of the United States,
and would be considered as the manifestation of an un-
friendly disposition towards them '. Suck was the origin
of the famous ' Monroe doctrine'. The action of Great
Britain and the United States was decisive; by 1830 the
Spanish Empire in South America had ceased to exist* and.